
 

LAW 16: START AND CESSATION OF PLAY 

 

 

Umpire's Action 

 At the start of play the bowler's end umpire shall call "Play" 

 When the ball is deemed dead, at the end of play then the umpire shall call "Time" 

 After calling "Time", the umpires will remove the bails from both wickets 

 

Conclusion  Of The Match 

 Match concluded as soon as a result occurs 

 Match concluded if the minimum number of overs for the last hour have been bowled 

 Match concluded if the agreed time for close of play is reached 

 Match concluded as soon as the final innings is complete 

 Match concluded if play is interrupted with no further play is possible in the match 

 

Last Hour Of The Match 

 The first over within this hour shall be the first of a minimum of 20 overs to be bowled, 

unless a result is reached or play is interrupted 

 Any interruption within this hour shall result in overs being deducted from the noted 20 

o Every 3 minutes of time lost results 1 over to be lost 

o Multiple interruptions are NOT cumulated together  

o If an interruption is already in progress when the last hour begins, only time after the 

start of the final hour is included in the deduction of over calculation 

 If an innings ends within the last hour of the match then the interval between innings is 10 

minutes long 

o If the innings ends so that the last hour begins during the interval between innings 

then the calculation above is used to calculate number of overs to be lost 

o If the innings ends after the last hour has started then the larger of the two methods 

below is the minimum overs to be bowled in the hour 

1. Based on scheduled overs remaining 

 3 overs to be deducted for the interval between innings 

2. Based on scheduled time remaining  

 10 minutes to be deducted for interval between innings 

 3 minutes of lost time results in a loss of 1 over  

 

 


